
Course Syllabus 

Human Geography 

Fall Semester 2017 

Course Title:  GPHY 310, Human Geography 

Course Credit Hours: 5 quarter credits 

Days, Times, Location:  Tuesday & Thursday, 1:00pm to 2:20pm, Room 108 

Instructor: Steve Galbavy 

Phone Number: 395-4875 ext. 260 

E-mail Address: sgalbavy@stonechild.edu 

Office Hours: My weekly schedule is posted on my office door, or by appointment—students 
are always welcome to stop in and discuss concerns they are having with the course. 

Required Text: Contemporary Human Geography by James M. Rubenstein published by 
Pearson Education, Inc. 

Additional Materials: USB Flash Drive 

Course Description: Human Geography (GPHY 310) is a lecture-based course intended to 
analyze relationships between man and their environments historically. Students entering this 
class are expected to be understand ethnical-racial dispersal evolutions over the last 5 centuries. 
Students must be able to follow written and verbal directions, basic computer knowledge, 
classroom etiquette, reading college-level texts, grammatical and mechanical writing skills 
commensurate with entry-level college proficiency, and post-secondary critical thinking skills. 

Course Objectives: Students will become familiar with the major political, social, economic, 
and cultural changes that has occurred in the world over the last 5 centuries. Students will note 
the development of the relationships among the world’s social classes, races, ethnic groups and 
genders. Students will also explore the economic and innovational changes that have effected 
cultures. Students will further develop skills in critical reading, thinking, oral and written 
communication, and analysis. 

Exams: There will five (5) unit exams and a final exam. The exams will be multiple choice and 
open note narrative style exams.  The exams must be taken to fulfill the requirements of the 
course. 

Research Presentations:  Each student will develop two (2) power point presents to be 
presented to the class or they will complete two (2) 5 page critical essay on a topic of interest to 
the student that pertains to Human Geography.  Students must declare the topic by the week prior 
to the scheduled time during the semester. The paper must be done in MLS format. A completion 
date will be announced at a later date. 



Attendance: Students will be graded on their attendance in that you will lose 10% of your 
attendance grade for each class you do not attend. One or more absences will affect you grade. 

Additionally, it is your responsibility to secure notes if you are not in class. Do it on your own 
time and do not take class time to do so. If you have missed a class and want information 
concerning that class, contact a fellow classmate or the instructor. 

Classes will focus on discussion of the readings and lectures for each class. It is necessary to 
come prepared by having read the material in order to participate in the class effectively. 

Class participation is not an integral part but could make a difference between grades. 

Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is an essential expectation of this course. Any breach 
of academic integrity undermines the bond of trust and honesty between members of the college 
community and defrauds those who may eventually depend upon your knowledge and integrity. 
Such breaches consist of: 

 Cheating: Intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or 
study aids in any academic exercise; 

 Fabrication: Intentionally and unauthorized falsification of invention of any information 
or citation in an academic exercise; 

 Facilitating Academic Dishonesty: Intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to 
help another to violate a breach of academic integrity; 

 Plagiarism: Intentionally or knowingly representing the words or ideas of another as 
one’s own in any academic exercise. 

Grading Policy: 

 Exams (5)     25% of Grade 

 Final Exam (1)    25% of Grade 

 Attendance     10% of Grade 

 Presentations/Essays (2)   40% of Grade  

Grading Parameters:   A=90-100% 

      B=80-89% 

      C=70-79% 

      D=60-69% 

F= Below 60% 

 



Attendance Policy: Class meetings are important to attend. Therefore, class attendance is 
mandatory. Excessive absences (more than three that are not excused by the instructor) will 
result in the loss of one letter grade per absence after the three initial unexcused absences. 
Exceptions will be made only in the case of documented college-associated activities and at the 
instructor’s discretion. No exceptions will be made to this rule. 

Students arriving late for class create a distraction to both fellow students and the instructor and 
disrupt class. Therefore, students arriving more than 10 minutes late will be recorded absent. 
Students leaving class without instructor permission will also be recorded absent. That is not to 
say that students may not use restroom facilities when needed, but leaving early (before class 
ending time) will result in an absence. Additionally, it is your responsibility to secure 
assignments if you are not in class. Do it on your own time and do not take class time to do so. If 
you have missed a class and want information concerning that class, contact a fellow classmate, 
or see me after class or during one of my office hours. If you are going to miss class, do not call 
me; however, be certain to acquire the necessary assignments. 

 

 

 

 


