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STONE CHILD COLLEGE 
 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
 
 
 
 
 
SEMESTER: Fall, 2017 
 
COURSE INFORMATION: 
       
   
a.  Course number: EDU 200 
 
b.  Course title:  INTRODUCTION TO EDUCATION  
 
c.  Prerequisite:  None 
 
d.  Credits:  3 
 
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS: 
 
a. Text: Teachers, Schools, and Society, Sadker & Zittleman, 9th Edition, McGraw-Hill, 2010.  Text provided by 

Education Department.  (includes CD-Rom). 
 
b. Folder for keeping assignments and handouts. 
   
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
This is an introductory course about the field of education.  The course is designed to be a survey of the various 
aspects of teacher education.  Various topics will be covered in the following six areas:   
 
1) understanding the teaching profession;  
2) historical and philosophical contexts for understanding the current educational practices and trends;  
3) political, economic and legal foundations of education;  
4) social foundations examining the relationships between society and the schools; 
5) curricular foundations looks at the ways in which change in societies have led to change in curriculum; 
6) effective education from international and American perspectives. 
 
Students will be given practical information and experiences to complete the course objectives.  The course content 
will include issues, perspectives, aspects and topics relevant to American Indian education whenever possible. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
 
Student will be able to: 
 
a. Discuss fundamental issues that are pertinent to the various levels and types of education. 
 
b. Identify current approaches and selected materials utilized in contemporary education settings, including 

effective educational practices for working in American Indian education. 
 
c. Gain an understanding of diversity issues facing education in America. 
 
d. Explore pivotal developments in education history. 

•
• Domain 2: 

Content

• Domain 3: 
Instructional 
Practice

• Domain I:   The 
Learner and 
Learning

• Domain 4: 
Professional 
Responsibility

Winter: The 
season for 

reflection with 
a desire to 
understand

Spring: The 
season of birth 
and beginnings

Summer: The 
season for 
developing 
cognitively

Fall: The season 
for emotional 

growth and 
deeper 

understanding



 

 
e. Analyze the complexities of public education by using a process that includes: learner, situation, content, 

and teacher. 
 
f.   Know the four foundational domains of the SCC Education department and the state and national standards 

that they are founded on:  a) the learner and learning; b) content, c) instructional practice, and d) 
professional responsibility.    

 
g. Reflect on teaching dispositions and how to navigate “the other side of teaching” which includes educator 

ethics, educator relationships and boundaries, and cybertraps for educators. 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
a. Class attendance 10 pts. per day    150 * depending on holidays  

  
 
b. OPI Professional Development Modules: 
 Navigating the Other Side of Teaching   100  
     
 
c. Assignments: Reflective essay for InTASC Principle 4 
 and Evidence Documentation Form for                 200  
            
 
d. Quizzes  12 @ 20 pts each    240 
        690 points possible 
 

 
All assignments from the previous class period are due at the beginning of the next class.  Points may be deducted 
on late assignments and quizzes.  If you have an extenuating circumstance, please notify Kadene immediately.  Work 
can be done via e-mail, etc. 
 
GRADING SYSTEM:  
 
90-100% = A 
80-89% = B 
70-79% = C 
60-69% = D 
below 60% = F 
 
A grade of a “B” is required in all education courses.   
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
 
Attendance is mandatory.  If you need to be gone from class, please make prior arrangements with your instructor. It 
is your responsibility to find out what you missed and to complete it before the next class.  This class meets only once 
a week, so attendance is very important. Students who miss a week of class may be contacted by the retention 
coordinator in an effort to help all students complete their coursework. 
 
PEPP STANDARDS AND InTASC PRINCIPLES SUIPPORTED IN THIS COURSE: 
 
10.58.501 (d) Candidates will be able to demonstrate understanding of the central concepts, tools of 
inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) the candidate teaches and create individualized learning 
experiences that make the discipline accessible and meaningful for learners to assure mastery of the 
content, and include the instruction of reading and writing literacy into all program areas; 
 
10.58.532 (b) Candidates will be able to demonstrate knowledge, understanding, and use of the central 
concepts as outlined in Montana content standards, tools of inquiry, and structures of content for students 



 

across grades K-8 and engage students in meaningful learning experiences that develop students' 
competence in subject matter and skills for various developmental levels; 
 
InTASC Principle 4: Content Knowledge The candidate understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, 
and structures of the discipline(s) he or she teaches and creates learning experiences that make these 
aspects of the discipline accessible and meaningful for learners to assure mastery of the content.  
 
Assessment Indicator 2.1 Demonstrate understanding of content area by using central concepts, tools of 
inquiry, and structure of the discipline; 
 
RUBRIC FOR REFLECTIVE ESSAY for InTASC Principle 4: Content Knowledge 
 
The essential elements assessed in the Reflective Essay are: 1) The writing of the essay must be clear 
and articulate and follow the 6 traits of writing (Ideas—the main message; Organization—the internal 
structure of the piece; Voice—the personal tone and flavor of the author's message; Word Choice—the 
vocabulary a writer chooses to convey meaning; Sentence Fluency—the rhythm and flow of the 
language; Conventions—the mechanical correctness;  2) the essay must include an explanation of how 
the Principle applies to the candidate’s teaching and student learning; 3) the essay must describe 
examples of evidence related to the candidate’s experiences and artifacts or evidence being submitted; 4) 
the essay must include a summary statement on the candidate’s goals for continued growth and the 
candidate’s continued commitment to implementing the principle in future work. 
 
 

Stone Child College’s Education Department 
Reflective Essay Rubric 

 
Domain:_____________ InTASC Principle:_________________________________ 
Candidate:____________________________________________________________ 
Reviewed by:____________________________________/Date/s:_______________ 
 

Required Elements 
for the Reflective 
Essay 

0 Unacceptable 1 Developing 2 Proficient 3 Exemplary 

 (1) Explain how the 
principle is relevant 
or meaningful to 
your teaching and 
student learning;  
(2) Describe ways 
you have 
implemented the 
principle or 
examples of 
evidence that 
support your 
strengths; 
(3) Summarize your 
commitment to the 
principle and 
highlight your goals 
related to the 

The Reflection Essay 
is not related to the 
principle or indicates 
that the candidate 
lacks a basic 
understanding of the 
principle.  
Organization may lack 
clear focus, ideas 
difficult to follow.  
The expression of 
ideas may often be 
awkward or unclear, 
and word choice may 
often be inaccurate or 
inappropriate.  
Numerous errors in 
grammar, usage, or 

The Reflection Essay 
is descriptive of the 
candidate’s 
understanding of the 
principle with little 
elaboration or depth. 
The expression of 
ideas is sometimes 
awkward or unclear, 
with some inaccurate 
or inappropriate word 
choices. Several 
errors in spelling or 
writing mechanics;  

The Reflection 
Essay provides 
strong evidence 
and clear, relevant 
examples of the 
candidate’s 
knowledge, 
experience, and 
commitment to the 
principle.  
Organization is 
logical; transitions 
are used.  
Expression of 
ideas is clear; few 
or no errors in 
writing mechanics.  

For the 
Reflection 
Essay, the 
candidate 
should 
demonstrate the 
skills described 
as “proficient” 
beyond the 
expected level 
of a novice 
teacher.  
This score is 
reserved for the 
candidate who 
demonstrates 
skills of an 
experienced 



 

 
Score:__________________________  Comments and suggestions: 
 
 

EVIDENCE DOCUMENTATION RUBRIC AND GUIDELINES 

Evidence Documentation Form 1:  The essential elements for this assessment are: The 
artifact must demonstrate the candidate’s ability to demonstrate understanding of content area 
by using central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structure of the discipline (Assessment Indicator 
2.1) by demonstrating knowledge, understanding, and use of the central concepts as outlined in 
Montana content standards, tools of inquiry, and structures of content for students across 
grades K-8 and engage students in meaningful learning experiences that develop students' 
competence in subject matter and skills for various developmental levels; 
 

Essential Elements 0 Unacceptable 1 Developing 2 Proficient 3 Exemplary 

The artifact must 
demonstrate the 
candidate’s ability to 1) 
apply knowledge in the 
areas of language, speaking 
and listening, reading and 
writing processes, 
literature, print and non-
print texts, which are 
inclusive of texts from and 
about American Indians 
and tribes in Montana; and 
technology, and 2) plan, 
implement, assess, and 
reflect on English/language 
arts and literacy instruction 
that promotes critical 
thinking and creates 
engagement. 3) The 
Evidence Documentation 
Form must reflect the 6 
traits of writing.  

Unacceptable (0) 
is defined to be a 
level of work 
lacking clear 
demonstration of 
more than one of 
the essential 
elements being 
assessed. 

Developing 
(1) is defined to 
be a level of 
work that 
indicates all 
essential 
elements have 
been 
demonstrated, 
but one of those 
critical elements 
are 
underdeveloped 
to the degree it 
would be 
prudent for the 
candidate to 
receive 
additional 
preparation in 
the 
underdeveloped 
area.  

Proficient (2) i
s defined to be 
a level of 
performance 
that indicates 
all assessed 
elements have 
been 
developed to 
the degree that 
it is reasonable 
to conclude the 
candidate has 
succeeded in 
meeting the 
stated 
expectations of 
the 
assessment.  

 Exemplary (3) i
s defined to be a 
proficient 
candidate who 
has developed 
beyond 
expectations in 
50% or more of 
the essential 
elements being 
assessed. 

 

principle. 
 

mechanics may at 
times impede 
understanding. 

teacher or one 
who is able to 
mentor others. 



 

Evidence Documentation Guidelines  
 

This document is intended to provide teacher candidates with information and examples for writing and submitting 
the Evidence Documentation Forms for the Reflective Practice and Professional Growth Plan. Refer to the Evidence 
Documentation Rubric for detailed scoring information.  
 

1) Describe the artifact or piece of evidence that you are submitting for the InTASC Principle or 
Assessment Indicator 

Example: 
Domain 1: The Learner and Learning 
InTASC Principle 1: The teacher understands how learners grow and develop, recognizing that patterns of learning 
and development vary individually within and across the cognitive, linguistic, social, emotional, and physical areas, 
and designs and implements developmentally appropriate and challenging learning experiences. 
I am submitting my philosophy of education as evidence of meeting the standard related to student learning.  I 
believe that by having a well-developed philosophy statement about how I believe children develop and learn, I can 
be more aware of how I am able to meet students’ developing needs in my teaching. I have learned much from 
educational theorists, such as Jean Piaget, and am able to describe in my philosophy statement how I apply his 
theory in my teaching.   
 

2) Describe how the artifact is related to the InTASC Principle or Assessment Indicator 

Example: 
Domain 1: The Learner and Learning 
My philosophy essay relates to this standard as it is critical for teachers to understand how children develop and 
grow, and to be aware of the various theories that influence us as we support children’s development and learning.  I 
have used my philosophy essay to reflect on what I think is important to teach children, how to teach them, and how 
to improve on my teaching.  I think a thoughtful teaching philosophy is an important place to begin to articulate 
what is important in one’s teaching and why.  
 

3) Summarize the feedback that you received on this artifact and any revisions you made 

Example: 
Domain 1: The Learner and Learning 
I have revised my philosophy statement and beliefs about children’s learning as I have taken courses and learned 
from my instructors and the experts in the field.  I understand more clearly how children vary in their development 
from each other and how I can support each child’s learning by first knowing about each child.  I appreciated the 
feedback from my instructors so that I can describe not only what I think about how children develop, but I can also 
quote others who have done much research and contributed to our understanding about how people develop and 
learn. I still have much to learn but I’m proud of my philosophy statement as it shows what I know about learners 
and the process of learning.  
 
 
  

 



 

 
 

 TOPICAL COURSE OUTLINE 
EDU 200 Introduction to Education 

FALL, 2017 
 
INSTRUCTOR:  Kadene Drummer 265-8476 
   kadenedrummer@yahoo.com or kdrummer@stonechild.edu 
 
OFFICE HOURS: posted next to office door or as scheduled per appointment 
 
OFFICE PHONE: 395-4313 
 
Week 1  Introduce class. Discuss objectives of course. 
 
  Part 1 – Teachers and Students 
   

Chapter 1 – Becoming a Teacher 
 
Week 2 Chapter 2 – Different Ways of Knowing 
 
Week 3 Chapter 3 – Teaching Your Diverse Students 
 
 Part 2 – Schools and Curriculum 
 
Week 4 Chapter 4 – Student Life in School and at Home 
 Classroom observation 
 
Week 5 Chapter 5 – Reforming America’s Schools 
 
Week 6 Chapter 6 – Curriculum, Standards, and Testing 
 
 Part 3 – Foundations 
 
Week 7 Chapter 7 – History of American Education 
 
Week 8 Mid-term – Completion of all quizzes and assignments thus far 
 
 Chapter 8 – Philosophy of Education 
 
Week 9 Chapter 9 – Financing and Governing America’s Schools 
 
Week 10  Chapter 10 – School Law and Ethics 
 
 Part 4 – Your Classroom  
 
Week 11 Chapter 11 – Teacher Effectiveness 
 
Week 12 Chapter 12 – Your First Classroom 
 & 13 
 
Week 14 Q and A Guide to Entering the Teaching Profession 
 
Week 15 Completion of all quizzes and assignments. 


