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Teaching and Assessing Social Studies K-8 - EDU 330 

 
COURSE INFORMATION 
A. Number:  EDU 330 
B. Title:  Teaching and Assess. Social Studies K-8 
C. Credits:  3 
D. Availability: Spring Semester 
E. Pre-requisite: Admission to TEP 
F. Co-requisite: EDU 380 
 
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
TBA 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Teaching and Assessing Social Studies in the K-8 classroom explores the central concepts related to 
the teaching of social sciences in K-8 school classroom settings. The course examines issues and 
methods associated with the teaching of history, geography, economics, civics and government, and 
other social science topics. Considerations for the teaching of social studies in schools that serve 
Native students are also analyzed and explored, as is the integration of social science content in 
other subject areas. Candidates will focus on creating instructional frameworks for the integration 
of social sciences and other related areas during clinical experience. 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGIES 
This course will be taught using social constructivist and experiential teaching strategies, and 
reflective learning. Considering that individuals construct knowledge by interacting with their 
physical and social environment, this course is especially relevant to candidates’ deep connections 
with curricula as it explores the diverse nature of social sciences and schooling, and the attitudes, 
beliefs, and practices associated with the social studies. Candidate assessments will be utilized to 
shape experiential instruction. The educator’s role in supporting student learning will be explored 
from a leadership perspective.    
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 

1. Duplass, James A. (2011). Teaching Elementary Social Studies: Strategies, Standards, 
and Internet Resources 3rd edition ,  

2. Handouts, other materials provided by instructor 
 
OPTIONAL/SUGGESTED TEXTS 
Loewen, James W. (1996). Lies My Teacher Told Me : Everything Your American History Textbook 

Got Wrong  New Press. ISBN: 1-56584-386-2                                                     
 
Fritzer, Penelope (2002). Social Studies Content: For Elementary and Middle School Teachers  

Allyn and Bacon  ISBN  0-205-34741-X 
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DIVERSITY 
An important facet of the social studies is the understanding of how diverse communities and their 
beliefs and actions affect the physical and cultural world. It is essential that this awareness is 
embedded in each subtopic area within the course content. In addition, candidates enrolled in the 
SCC TEP program need to explore the unique issues, perspectives, gifts, and challenges involved in 
teaching the social studies in Indian communities. Recognizing that the term “diversity” does not 
only refer to issues of culture/ethnicity, but also to varying learning needs and abilities, the course 
will address these implications relevant to pedagogy and curriculum. A respect for diversity will be 
communicated through guest speakers, culturally appropriate materials and resources, and learning 
experiences that honor and validate multiple abilities and perspectives. 
 
COURSE OUTCOMES AND STANDARDS 
10.58.532 (f) Candidates will bel able to demonstrate knowledge, understanding, and use of the 
major concepts and modes of inquiry from the social studies, the integrated study of history, 
government, geography, economics, including personal financial literacy, and an understanding of 
the social sciences and other related areas to promote elementary students' abilities to make 
informed decisions as citizens of a culturally diverse democratic society, including the cultural 
diversity of American Indians and tribes in Montana, and interdependent world; 
 
InTASC Principle 5:   
Application of Content 

The candidate understands how to 
connect concepts and use differing 
perspectives to engage learners in 
critical thinking, creativity, and 
collaborative problem solving related to 
authentic local and global issues.  

2.3 Integrate cross-
disciplinary skills, such as 
critical thinking, problem 
solving, creativity, and 
communication to help 
learners learn the content 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

 Evidence Documentation Form      

  Refer to the Evidence Documentation Rubric 
 

 Curriculum Map  (50 points)     

  You will map out the social studies standards and create a school year plan of how you 
will address the standards.  More info to come.  

 
 

 Reading Responses    (50 points)     

  During most class sessions there will be assigned reading in the textbook. At the 
beginning of the following class, the material will be discussed and a short write-up will 
be due. This “Reading Response” should include a brief summary of the material 
presented in the assigned readings and questions for the class to discuss. More details on 
this requirement will be covered on the first day of class. 

 
 

 Team Presentations  (150 points; 3 x 50 pts. each)     

  You will be learning about specific themes in social studies curriculum and instruction. 
For part of the time in this course, you will be working with one or more other classmates 
on presentations having to do with these themes. There will be three types group 
presentations: the first can be a formal lesson or just a social studies oriented activity… 
the second must be a formal SS lesson using the SCC lesson plan format… and the third 
presentation will be an integrated SS unit plan. It is encouraged that each different 
presentation covers a different SS discipline (geography, history, economics, civics) 

 
 

 EDU 330 Portfolio  (50 points)     

  This is just your collection of materials (assignments, handouts, tips, anything else) that 
archives your activities in this course.  The portfolio is turned in near the end of the 
course and returned at or before the last class meeting.  

 

 Final Exam  (100 points)     

Students in the course will complete a summative final assessment that reflects concepts 

addressed throughout the course.  
 
Grading 
Points will be awarded as follows: 
 
 Evidence Documentation Form 100 points 
 Reflective Journal      50 points 
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 Reading Responses     50 points 
 Team Presentations   150 points 
 Portfolio       50 points 
 Final Exam    100 points 
 
 Total points possible  500 
 
 
Grades will be assigned according to the following points breakdown: 
 
 
    450 - 500 = A 

400 - 449 = B 
350 - 399 = C 
300 - 349 = D 

                  Below 300 = F 
 
 
 

EVIDENCE DOCUMENTATION RUBRIC AND GUIDELINES 

Evidence Documentation Form: The essential elements for this assessment are: The artifact must 
demonstrate the candidate’s ability to integrate cross-disciplinary skills, such as critical 
thinking, problem solving, creativity, and communication to help learners learn the content 
(Assessment Indicator 2.3) by demonstrating knowledge, understanding, and use of the major 
concepts and modes of inquiry from the social studies, the integrated study of history, government, 
geography, economics, including personal financial literacy, and an understanding of the social 
sciences and other related areas to promote elementary students' abilities to make informed 
decisions as citizens of a culturally diverse democratic society, including the cultural diversity of 
American Indians and tribes in Montana, and interdependent world. 
 
Essential Elements 0 Unacceptable 1 Developing 2 Proficient 3 Exemplary 
The artifact must 
demonstrate the 
candidate’s ability to 
integrate cross-
disciplinary skills, 
such as critical 
thinking, problem 
solving, creativity, 
and communication 
to help learners learn 
the content by 
demonstrating 
knowledge, 

Unacceptable (0) 
is defined to be a 
level of work 
lacking clear 
demonstration of 
more than one of 
the essential 
elements being 
assessed. 

Developing 
(1) is defined to 
be a level of 
work that 
indicates all 
essential 
elements have 
been 
demonstrated, 
but one of those 
critical elements 
are 
underdeveloped 

Proficient (2) i
s defined to be 
a level of 
performance 
that indicates 
all assessed 
elements have 
been 
developed to 
the degree that 
it is reasonable 
to conclude the 
candidate has 

 Exemplary (3) i
s defined to be a 
proficient 
candidate who 
has developed 
beyond 
expectations in 
50% or more of 
the essential 
elements being 
assessed. 
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understanding, and use 
of the major concepts 
and modes of inquiry 
from the social 
studies, the integrated 
study of history, 
government, 
geography, economics, 
including personal 
financial literacy, and 
an understanding of 
the social sciences and 
other related areas to 
promote elementary 
students' abilities to 
make informed 
decisions as citizens of 
a culturally diverse 
democratic society, 
including the cultural 
diversity of American 
Indians and tribes in 
Montana, and 
interdependent world. 
The Evidence 
Documentation Form 
must reflect the 6 traits 
of writing.  

to the degree it 
would be 
prudent for the 
candidate to 
receive 
additional 
preparation in 
the 
underdeveloped 
area.  

succeeded in 
meeting the 
stated 
expectations of 
the 
assessment.  

 
 
 
 

 
 


